
 
   

 
 

 

 

CITY OF PORT WASHINGTON 
Ozaukee County, Wisconsin 

 
A PROCLAMATION HONORING SHAWN GRAFF 

 
 
WHEREAS, our City of Port Washington has enjoyed a very positive and productive partnership with Ozaukee-Washington Land Trust 
(OWLT), a mission-based organization committed to improving the water quality of our lakes, streams, rivers, and wetlands, protecting 
and enhancing wildlife habitat, and preserving the scenic and open spaces that define our landscape; and 
 
WHEREAS, as a conservation-focused organization, OWLT has developed strong relationships with cities like ours throughout Ozaukee 
and Washington County to promote public awareness of the benefits of land preservation and provide opportunities for nature-based 
recreation, improving residents’ quality of life; and 
 
WHEREAS, over the past several years, our partnership with OWLT has advanced to new levels of collaboration and success, due in 
large part to the leadership of Executive Director Shawn Graff, who since joining the organization 13 years ago has been responsible for 
building and enhancing long-term relationships with community leaders, community agencies, and local governments to garner 
support and approval for critical organizational initiatives and effect inspiring impact at the local level; and 
 
WHEREAS, thanks to Shawn’s dedicated service and impressive record of success, OWLT has developed into a very highly regarded 
land trust on a statewide and national basis, with the organization achieving national Land Trust Accreditation, employing dedicated, 
resourceful, skilled professionals, being supported by a strong and diverse board of directors and over 300 volunteers, and positioning 
itself to align cooperatively with numerous organizational partners, foundations and benefactors; and 
 
WHEREAS, through his visionary and impassioned leadership, Shawn has helped OWLT surpass 6,000 acres of protected land, 
consisting of 30 owned properties and 51 conservation easements, and has been able to launch the initiatives that created the 
Mequon Nature Preserve and the Western Great Lakes Bird and Bat Observatory at the Forest Beach Migratory Preserve located north 
of Port Washington and partner with several neighboring land trusts to protect lands beyond our counties’ borders; and 
 
WHEREAS, Shawn has led OWLT to a position of strong financial security, and with his ability to identify potential funding opportunities 
and align them successfully with organizational mission, has met funding needs for impactful initiatives, such as the removal of aquatic 
invasive plants in a six county region; and 
 
WHEREAS, during his 13 year tenure, Shawn has played a vital leadership role in many incredible property deals, most notably Forest 
Beach Migratory Preserve, Donges Bay Gorge, Mequon Nature Preserve and soon the Cedar Heights Gorge/Clay Banks Preserve as part 
of the Cedar Vineyard Development; and 
 
NOW THEREFORE, I, Tom Mlada, Mayor of the City of Port Washington, do hereby join the members of our Port Washington Common 
Council in extending heartfelt appreciation and congratulations to 

 

Shawn Graff 
 

In recognition of his invaluable partnership with and dedicated service to our community, and I ask all City residents to join in 
celebrating him upon conclusion of his successful tenure as Executive Director of OWLT. 
 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused 
the Great Seal of Port Washington to be affixed, on this 17

th
 day 

of May in the Year 2016. 
 
 

 
__________________________________ 

Tom Mlada, Mayor   


