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       CITY OF PORT WASHINGTON 

PLAN COMMISSION 

MINUTES 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2015 
 

  

1. ROLL CALL:  Plan Commission Member Mayor Mlada called a duly convened meeting of 

the Plan Commission to order at 6:35 p.m.  Members present were: Commissioners Ron Voigt, 

Dan Becker, Bud Sova, Earl Kelley, and Rob Vanden Noven. Also present was: City Planner 

Randy Tetzlaff and City Administrator Mark Grams.   Absent and excused:  Amanda Williams. 

 

2. PUBLIC APPEARANCE & COMMENTS:  There were none: 

 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR NOVEMBER 19, 2015:  MOTION BY DAN BECKER 

AND SECONDED BY BUD SOVA to approve the minutes as presented.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

4. SITE PLAN AND BUILDING ADDITION TO DUNWIDDIE ELEMENTARY 

SCHOOL:  City Planner Tetzlaff reviewed this item with the Commissioners.  He stated that 

the architect is submitting plans for the new building addition to Dunwiddie as well as a new 

site plan that includes a new parking area.  The addition is similar and compatible in design to 

the late 50’s architecture. The existing prairie area will be replaced with parking for staff and 

visitors. It will also include a new separated lane for parents who are dropping off their 

children. An entirely new parking area is to be constructed to the west for staff. It will also 

include a separated lane for bus drop-offs.  Landscaping is proposed for both parking areas. 

The architect from Bray was present to answer questions from the Plan Commissioners.  He 

reviewed the building plans, materials and colors. The Design Review Board was fine with the 

design, but would like to see an extended sidewalk from Second Avenue to West Portview 

Drive for students, pedestrian, and bike traffic.    MOTION BY DAN BECKER AND 

SECONDED BY RON VOIGT to approve the building addition and site plan for 

Dunwiddie Elementary School as presented with the suggestion for an extended sidewalk 

in the future.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

5. SITE PLAN AND BUILDING ADDITION TO MAD MAX LOCATED AT 1100 S 

SPRING STREET:  City Planner Randy Tetzlaff reviewed this item with the Plan 

Commissioners.  He stated that Mad Max South will undergo a major renovation to include a 

new coffee shop and phone store. The car wash will be converted to a kitchen, prep area, drive-

thru window, a new phone store and office. The remaining inside floor plan of the building will 

be completely reworked and will include a new beer cave. Outside the changes are minor but 

include closing in some openings, as well as adding some new windows and doors.  Materials 

will match the existing masonry. Landscaping will replace the carwash entry and exit areas. It 

is not part of the proposed plan but the convenient parking in-front of the building is not laid 

out the best. Half the stalls are angled north bound and the other half are angled south bound. 

This area sometimes gets congested with vehicles backing out and facing one another.  The 

owner was present to answer any questions the Plan Commissioner had. He reviewed the plans 

with the Commissioners. MOTION BY DAN BECKER AND SECONDED BY ROB 

VANDEN NOVEN to approve the site plan and building addition as presented.  Motion 

carried unanimously. 
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6. BUILDING ADDITION TO CANS-TO-GO LOCATED AT 751 WEST OAKLAND 

AVENUE:  City Planner Randy Tetzlaff review this item with the Plan Commissioners.  He 

stated that this industrial property sat vacant for years prior to Cans-To-Go acquired it in 2010. 

The company provides portable restrooms for festivals, special events, government functions or 

construction sites.  The location is very industrial; it is tucked away, off of Oakland Avenue, 

surrounded by the Union Pacific Railroad and an outdoor storage area, Port Recycling, and 

Schmitz Ready Mix.  The proposed addition is 2,800 SF in size; the existing building is $4,200 

SF. The building is an all metal facility; the new addition will match those materials. The color 

chosen is a grey; the existing building will be painted the same in the future. In 2010, the Plan 

Commission approved a site plan that included the removal of the gravel areas not needed for 

driveway and parking; and seeding with grass and/or landscape materials. The owners, Megan 

and Joe Taylor, were present and gave an overview of the addition.  Mr. Taylor also mentioned 

that he owned another company, Best Waste Solutions.  The Taylors stated that they plan to 

pave the gravel area next spring.  Asphalt or cement will be used.  MOTION BY BUD SOVA 

AND SECONDED BY DAN BECKER to approve the building addition as presented 

subject to the driveway being paved in spring and landscaping or grass being planted.  

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

7. DECLARE WATER UTILITY LAND IN THE 1000 BLOCK OF WEST GRAND 

AVENUE AS SURPLUS PUBLIC PROPERTY: City Planner Tetzlaff reviewed this item 

with the Commissioners.  He stated that this property is in the 1000 block of West Grand 

Avenue.  There was an old water tower located there at one time.  It has since been abandoned. 

The property is owned by the Water Utility.  The Board of Public Works and Common Council 

will be placing this item on their agendas as surplus property.  The City would like to put this 

property up for sale and 1 to 2 houses could be built on it.  MOTION BY ROB VANDEN 

NOVEN AND SECONDED BY RON VOIGT to declare this parcel of land located 

between 1022 and 1038 West Grand Avenue as surplus public property.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

8. DISCUSS REVISIONS TO THE ZONING CODE THAT MAY BE INCLUDED IN THE 

MUNICIPAL CODE RECODIFICATION EFFORT:  City Planner Randy Tetzlaff 

reviewed this item with the Commissioners. He stated that there has been good discussion and 

that he is still working with the City Clerk and the City Attorney on this.  Also the Design 

Review Board discussed changing the Design Standards.   

 

9. FORTHCOMING EVENTS:  The Mayor wished everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy 

New Year. There is a Christmas Concert at the High School tonight and a NHL Hockey coming 

up.  

 

10. ADJOURNMENT: MOTION BY ROB VANDEN NOVEN AND SECONDED BY DAN 

BECKER to adjourn the meeting at 6:59 p.m. Motion carried unanimously.  


