
 
 

MINUTES OF THE CITY OF PORT WASHINGTON 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 

February 16, 2015 
City Hall 

 
Present: Mike Haggenjos, Mary Becker, Bill Prince, Erica Roller, Mike Ehrlich, and Tom Mlada.  
Also Present: Advisors Jason Wittek, Rory Palubiski, Missy Larson and Randy Tetzlaff, Director 
of Planning & Development.   
 
Roll call: Haggenjos called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm and noted that a quorum was 
present.   
 
Minutes:  On a motion by Ehrlich, the minutes of the January meeting were approved. 
 
Public appearances and comments: Pat Wilborn read from a petition asking that the municipal 
parking lot not be sold and the view be protected.  Amy Wilborn inquired about the timing of the 
request for proposals. 
 
Presentation on the reuse and redevelopment of the municipal parking lot: Tetzlaff informed the 
members that Chris Long approached both he and Mayor Mlada about a redevelopment idea for 
the parking lot.  Since Long was willing to go public with the concept, both agreed that it would 
be a good idea for Long to make a presentation to this body. His idea is called The Blues 
Factory or TBF and consists of a cultural center; not museum; a performance area for up to 185 
persons; an event space with a 350 person capacity; and a themed restaurant.  The project 
would be representative of the history of the WI Chair Factory which occupied this site and its 
importance and role in blues music and in particular Paramount Records.  He had been working 
on this idea for a while; KWA in Cedarburg is working on a design. Timing is crucial because 
2017 marks the centennial.  Long did indicate he is interested in participating in the RFP 
process.  The members discussed the concept and all were impressed with what they heard.  
John Sigwart who was in attendance requested to be heard and shared his opinion that TBF 
was an incredible idea and the City should consider ending the RFP process and work with 
Long.  He also suggested this was an opportunity to work with his group which is promoting 
public space on the parking lot.  Although many agreed TBF was a perfect fit for the site 
because it hit on the items in the RFP such as catalytic impact and sustainability, the consensus 
was that the City continue with the RFP process.  A motion was made by Becker to request 
that Long present the TBF concept to the Common Council and that the RFP process 
continues.  All voting aye, the motion passed. 
 
Updates regarding priority redevelopment sites:   
 

• North Point shopping center – A party in Milwaukee has submitted terms for Letter of 
Interest for the shopping center property.  The real estate broker did not think there 
would be any word from the Miami owner until the end of the month or later. 

• Former Mobile Home Park – Ehrlich, Wittek, Palubiski and Tetzlaff continue to discuss 
and review the plans. 

• EVS – City officials continue to work with that party and property owner in hopes that a 
possible deal may be reached. 

 
Continued discussion on the RFP for the municipal parking lot site: Tetzlaff distributed a draft 
version that incorporated items found in the other RFP’s that were reviewed at the last meeting.  
Items suggested by the members included adding “honor the existing urban fabric,” similar 
project experience, history, experience, financial commitment, and language as to how the 
proposals will be judged other than points assigned.  It was agreed that in order to get the RFP  
 



 
 
to the Common Council, a special meeting was needed for a final review.  It was agreed that a 
special meeting be held on March 2nd at 6:00pm.   
 
Future meeting topics and forthcoming events:   A special meeting will be held on March 2, 
2015; it should be a relatively short meeting. 
 
Public appearances and comments:  John Sigwart again addressed the members and reiterated 
his opinion that TBF was a wonderful opportunity for the community and that it made sense to 
work with the owners of the former grocery store and move TBF west on the site of the grocery 
store and a portion of the parking lot. 
 
Adjournment: Motion by Becker, the meeting adjourned at 7:43 pm. 


