
C:\Users\bmeyer\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Outlook\5SS4PXJS\MINUTES PC 04-24-2014.doc 

       CITY OF PORT WASHINGTON 

PLAN COMMISSION 

MINUTES 

THURSDAY, APRIL 24, 2014 
 

  

1. ROLL CALL:  Mayor Mlada called a duly convened meeting of the Plan Commission to order 

at 6:34 p.m.  Members present were: Commissioners Voigt, Kelley, and Williams. Also present 

was: City Planner Randy Tetzlaff, City Administrator Mark Grams, and City Engineer Rob 

Vanden Noven.  Absent and excused:  Dan Becker and Bud Sova.   

 

2. PUBLIC APPEARANCE & COMMENTS: There was none. 

 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR MARCH 20, 2014:  MOTION BY EARL KELLEY 

AND SECONDED BY RON VOIGT to approve the minutes as presented.  Motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

4. ADDITION AND REPLACEMENT OF WIRELESS EQUIPMENT FOR T-MOBILE 

ON THE COMMUNICATION TOWER LOCATED AT 412 N WISCONSIN STREET:  
City Planner Tetzlaff reviewed this item with the Plan Commissioners.  He stated that NTP 

Wireless on behalf of T-Mobile is proposing modification of wireless telecommunication 

equipment on the tower that will entail replacing/and or adding equipment, antennas, cables, 

and associated hardware.  A structural analysis has been prepared by a third party consultant 

and reviewed by staff and the tower and its base are found be structurally adequate. Since 

municipalities are now limited in their review authority, it is recommended that approval be 

made subject to “the Plan Commission expressly reserving all rights, including the right to 

rescind of modify approval, or require compliance with local ordinances, if Section 6409 of 

the Middle Class Tax Relief and Job Creation Act of 2012 is subsequently held 

unconstitutional; and the affirmative structural analysis by the Water Utility’s consultant.” 

City Planner Tetzlaff also stated that Capt. Mike Keller reviewed the plan and signed off of it.  

MOTION BY EARL KELLEY AND SECONDED BY AMANDA WILLIAMS to 

approve this project as presented subject to the above wording.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

5. SPECIAL EXCEPTION TO PERMIT AN OFF-PREMISE SANDWICH BOARD FOR 

BLUE HERON STUDIO: City Planner Randy Tetzlaff reviewed this item with the Plan 

Commissioners.  He stated that the new sandwich board regulations have been approved and 

one new item included is a special exception; a provision allowing for off-premise sandwich 

boards.  Three downtown businesses have now come forward requesting an exception. Once 

approved, these businesses will not need to file a permit application like the others with 

sandwich boards.  Blue Heron Studio has a sign that is located on the SW corner of E. Pier and 

N. Franklin Street; on the west edge of the Franklin Street sidewalk.  That location does not 

impede pedestrian traffic and is visible to vehicles heading either north or south bound on 

Franklin Street. The sign as constructed is in conformance with the new standards. Staff 

recommends approval of a special exception to permit its location as described.  MOTION BY 

RON VOIGHT AND SECONDED BY ROB VANDEN NOVEN to approve the special 

exception for Blue Heron Studio to place that sandwich board sign at the SW corner of E. 

Pier and N. Franklin Street as presented.  Motion carried unanimously. 
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6. SPECIAL EXCEPTION TO PERMIT AN OFF-PREMISE SANDWICH BOARD FOR 

VINES TO CELLAR: City Planner Randy Tetzlaff reviewed this item with the Plan 

Commissioners.  He stated that Vines to Cellar has a sign that is located on the NW corner of 

E. Main Street and North Franklin Street. This location does not impede pedestrian traffic and 

is visible to vehicles heading either north or south bound on Franklin Street. The sign as 

constructed is in conformance with the new standards.  Staff recommends approval of the 

special exception to permit its location as described.  MOTION BY ROB VANDEN NOVEN 

AND SECONDED BY EARL KELLEY to approve the special exception for Vines to 

Cellar to place that sandwich board sign at the NW corner of E. Main and N. Franklin 

Street as presented.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

7. SPECIAL EXCEPTION TO PERMIT AN OFF-PREMISE SANDWICH BOARD FOR 

BACK TO EDEN: City Planner Randy Tetzlaff reviewed this item with the Plan 

Commissioners.  He stated that Back to Eden has a sign that is located adjacent to the Vines to 

Cellar sign. It too is constructed in conformance with the new standards. Staff recommends 

approval of a special exception to permit its location as described.  MOTION BY ROB 

VANDEN NOVEN AND SECONDED BY RON VOIGT to approve the special exception 

for Back to Eden to place that sandwich board sign at the NW corner of E. Main and N. 

Franklin Street as presented.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

8. SPECIAL EXCEPTION TO ALLOW A LARGER-SIZED DIRECTIONAL SIGN AT 

THE KMC STAMPING LOCATED AT 1221 S PARK STREET:  City Planner Randy 

Tetzlaff reviewed this item with the Plan Commissioners.  He stated that the last time a special 

exception was granted for a directional sign was in December 2008 for Molded Dimensions. 

Now their business neighbor, KMC Stamping is requesting a special exception of the 

requirements that a directional sign may not exceed three (3) SF in size and be no higher than 

four (4) feet above grade. Out-of-town semi-drivers are having difficulty finding where to 

load/unload their freight. The proposed sign would be located in the setback area next to a 

driveway. The sign is six (6) feet high and six (6) SF in size. Normally, due to their small size, 

directional signs are permitted in the setback area. This is the industrial park where material 

delivery is a normal part of business operation. There would be no negative impact on 

surrounding properties. Staff recommends approval of the special exception to exceed the 

height and size requirements.  MOTION BY ROB VANDEN NOVEN AND SECONDED 

BY AMANDA WILLIAMS to approve a special exception for a directional sign for KMC 

Stamping as presented.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

9. REVISED SITE PLAN FOR THE YACHT CLUB: City Planner Randy Tetzlaff reviewed 

this item with the Plan Commissioners.  He stated that last March the Plan Commission 

approved plans for an addition to the Yacht Club building along with an at-grade deck or patio 

area. The plan now before you shows a 5 foot wide expansion of the at-grade concrete patio 

deck that also includes a landscaped planting strip and a new concrete walk that would connect 

the patio and the existing City asphalt walk/access drive. The proposed change will require the 

City Council to amend the lease agreement with the Yacht Club to include the new 5’ x 94’ 

parcel. The proposed plan would be consistent with the other plans approved and would be 

compatible with plans to improve access to the north beach around the WWTP. The Design 

Review Board approved this revised site plan.  MOTION BY EARL KELLEY AND 

SECONDED BY RON VOIGT to recommend to the Common Council to approve the 

revised site plan as presented.  Motion carried unanimously. 
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10. PARKING LOT PLAN FOR PORT WASHINGTON STATE BANK LOCATED 

BEHIND 200 N FRANKLIN STREET: City Planner Randy Tetzlaff reviewed this item with 

the Plan Commissioners.  He stated that after the City announced plans to bury the overhead 

utility lines and improve the parking lot behind Duluth Trading Company, Schooner Pub, and 

the new Explorium, most of the property owners in the block to the north of Main Street, came 

forward and requested the burying of their overhead wires. The Main Street Design Committee 

worked with those owners as well as the owners of the Port Center to develop a concept plan 

that created better parking and access. The PWSB which is the owner of much of the area, also 

needed to improve its lot due to settling issues in the asphalt. While both PWSB and the Port 

Center are in agreement with the concept plan developed, only PWSB is ready to move on with 

the actual construction.  The Design Review Board approved the plan for the parking lot.   

Mike Ehrlich would review the plans for the parking lot behind the Port Washington State 

Bank.  Mr. Ehrlich stated that they were redoing the west half of the parking lot and the alley 

between N. Franklin Street and the parking lot.  The alley would become a pedestrian walkway.  

No vehicles would be allowed in it.  Mr. Ehrlich reviewed the green spaces, the planting areas, 

the areas where they would place trees and the lighting.  MOTION BY RON VOIGT AND 

SECONDED BY EARL KELLEY to approve the parking lot plan as presented.  Motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

11. REZONING CITY-OWNED LANDS FORMERLY KNOWN AS THE SCHANEN 

PROPERTY FROM AG, AGRICULTURE DISTRICT TO PUL, PUBLIC AND 

UTILITY LANDS DISTRICT; B-2, LOCAL SERVICE CENTER DISTRICT; AND RS-

3, SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENCE DISTRICT: City Planner Randy Tetzlaff reviewed this 

item with the Plan Commissioners.  He stated that last month, the Commission reviewed and 

approved a concept plan for a new youth baseball complex. As part of the presentation and 

review, a concept development plan previously drafted by staff was shown. In addition to the 

proposed park area, the plan proposes some commercial land along STH 33; a storm detention 

area to accommodate the entire 40 acre parcel is proposed for the SE corner of STH 33 and 

Jackson Road; and finally an area to east and adjacent to Bley Park Estates is proposed for 

future single family housing. To accommodate these proposed land uses, zoning of the baseball 

and park area would be PUL, Public and Utility Lands; the commercial area would be B-2, 

Local Service Center District; and the residential RS-3, Single Family Residential.  B-2 zoning 

is the same as the commercial area to the north; and RS-3 zoning is the same as the adjacent 

Bley Park to the east and Greystone to the south.  Aurora Advanced Healthcare clinic is also 

zoned B-1, Office District, but any use allowed in B-1 district is also allowed in B-2.  A public 

hearing will be required and all adjacent property owners will be notified. It would be good to 

give the organizers of the proposed baseball complex assurance that if they raise the necessary 

funds, they will be able to proceed with construction and development of the site.  Staff 

recommends approval for the above proposed rezoning.  MOTION BY RON VOIGT AND 

SECONDED BY AMANDA WILLIAMS to recommend that the Common Council 

change the zoning on the Schanen Property to PUL, Public and Utility Land for the 

baseball and park area; B-2, Local Service Center District for the commercial area; RS-3, 

Single Family for the residential area.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

12. ZONING CODE REVISION TO ALLOW MUNICIPAL WATER TOWERS, PUMP 

HOUSES, WATER AND SEWAGE TREATMENT PLANTS AND OTHER RELATED 

USES AS PREMITTED USES IN THE PUL, PUBLIC AND UTILITY LANDS 

DISTRICT AND I-1, EXISTING INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT: City Planner Randy Tetzlaff 

reviewed this item with the Plan Commissioners.  He stated during the discussion to annex the 
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west side water tower, we discovered that several municipal facilities such as water towers, 

pump houses, and water and sewage plants are not listed as permitted or conditional uses in 

either the PUL or I-1 zoning districts. We need to change the zoning before we can rezone the 

west side water tower site as PUL, the south side water tower is located in the Industrial Park; 

our pump stations are located in industrial or PUL district; and both the WWTP and Water 

Plant are located in the PUL district. Similar to parks and other municipal uses, these should be 

permitted and not conditional. By amending the zoning text, we will be making these municipal 

uses conforming.  Staff recommends that the Council amend the zoning code to allow 

municipal water towers, pump houses, water and sewage treatment plants and other related uses 

as permitted uses in the PUL and I-1 districts.  MOTION BY RON VOIGT AND 

SECONDED BY EARL KELLEY to recommend that the Common Council amend the 

zoning code to allow municipal water towers, pump houses, water and sewage treatment 

plants and other related uses as permitted uses in the PUL and I-1 districts as presented.  

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

13. FORTHCOMING EVENTS:  KMC is having a Military Supply Drive on May 17 from 8:00 

a.m. to noon.  Plan Commission Kelley had questions regarding the zoning code.  He had 

concerns about the B-1 and B-2 zoning regarding businesses with apartment above them only 

allow childless tenants and other unusual wording.  He suggested that the zoning code be 

reviewed and possibly condensed into fewer zones.  Also the wording should be looked at for 

any issues.  City Planner Tetzlaff stated that the zoning code is 40 years old and needs to be 

updated.  We were working towards the Uniform Development Ordinance but somehow we got 

off track.  Staff will work on cleaning up the zoning code. 

 

14. ADJOURNMENT: MOTION BY ALDERMAN ROB VANDEN NOVEN AND 

SECONDED BY RON VOIGT to adjourn the meeting at 7:15 p.m.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 


