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       CITY OF PORT WASHINGTON 

PLAN COMMISSION 

MINUTES 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 2014 
 

  

1. ROLL CALL:  Mayor Mlada called a duly convened meeting of the Plan Commission to order 

at 6:34 p.m.  Members present were: Commissioners Williams, Kelley, Becker, and Sova. Also 

present was: City Planner Randy Tetzlaff.  Absent and excused:  City Administrator Mark 

Grams, City Engineer Rob Vanden Noven and Ron Voigt.   

 

2. PUBLIC APPEARANCE & COMMENTS: There was none. 

 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR JANUARY 16, 2014:  MOTION BY DAN BECKER 

AND SECONDED BY BUD SOVA to approve the minutes as presented.  Motion carried 

unanimously.  

 

4. SPECIAL EXCEPTION FOR A SIGN FOR DREWS HARDWARE LOCATED AT 1629 

N. WISCONSIN STREET:  City Planner Tetzlaff reviewed this item with the Plan 

Commission.  He stated that the sign company approached the City inquiring about replacing 

the EMC sign (reader board) at Drew’s Hardware. City Planner Tetzlaff told the company that 

the City has rejected similar replacements for changes to non-conforming pylon signs; most 

recently McDonalds. Some businesses have chosen to remove the reader board; others have 

found a way to make it work; others have replaced the entire sign with a conforming monument 

sign; and still others have chosen to pursue a special exception for a new monument sign that 

while not meeting all the new standards; it is closer to what is required for a fully conforming 

sign.  City Planner suggested that for the True Value sign: 1) Lower the sign by cutting down 

the side posts and construct a masonry-like base; 2) Rather than being 24’ high or so, the new 

sign might be 14’ or so; still high enough for the reader board to be seen if a vehicle is parked 

near it. The monument regulations require a sign no higher than 12’ and not more than 125 sq. 

ft. in size; and 3) the new sign as shown would still exceed both but would be grounds for a 

special exception to be granted by the Plan Commission.  Apparently both the business owner 

and the sign company would prefer to just replace the reader board. We need to be careful to 

not grant a “blanket” special exception because so many other businesses have been in similar 

situations. Perhaps a special exception is granted to only allow the replacement of the reader 

board; all other changes to the sign (logo) would require compliance with the sign regulations, 

or as outlined in the points above. This action may trigger other special exception requests from 

other businesses.  Plan Commissioners review this item.  They discussed the pros and cons.  

They also discussed the past projects that Drews Hardware was to complete and have not done 

so.  The Plan Commissioners discussed the addition of more parking to the north of the 

building and having that parking lot asphalted.  City Planner Tetzlaff stated that he would 

discuss the completion of past projects with the owner.  They finally decided to grant the 

request of replacing only the reader board at this time.  MOTION BY EARL KELLEY AND 

SECONDED BY BUD SOVA to approve a special exception to allow changes to the 

reader board as requested. The reader board must be similar and of the same size as the 

current reader board.  There shall be no scrolling or crawling messages allowed.  Motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

5. REVISED SANDWICH BOARD REGULATIONS:  City Planner Randy Tetzlaff reviewed 

this item with the Plan Commissioners.  He stated after last month’s discussion, he did more 
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research and asked for some input from others including Main Street.  There are five items that 

need to be addressed with the current sandwich board regulations: 1) Such signs are to be 

approved by the Design Review Board, To date, few signs have been reviewed and approved; 

and quite frankly, the Board does not wish to approve the signs; 2) If the signs cause a hazard 

to pedestrians, the police department is to enforce. The police department prefers to not be 

bothered with enforcement and if they did, it would likely end in a citation; 3) currently not 

permitted are off-premise signs such as Blue Heron and Vines to Cellar. Revised regulations 

must make a provision for them; 4) we have received complaints of at least one sign outside the 

downtown district that is poorly made and some language that is needed to be addressed; and 5) 

there are some sandwich boards placed on the sidewalk that impede pedestrians and do not 

allow for clearance of a wheelchair. We need to address accessibility.  Currently, there are nine 

regulations pertaining to sandwich boards, staff is proposing seven including a permit. A permit 

is needed in order to track where and who has sandwich board in the City. The proposed 

regulations have been emailed to business owners asking for their comments. The Plan 

Commissioners reviewed this item and discuss it.  Discussion was also held on charging a one- 

time permit fee of $30.00 for sandwich board permits.   MOTION BY BUD SOVA AND 

SECONDED BY AMANDA WILLIAMS to approve the changes to the proposed 

ordinance as presented.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

6. UPDATE ON THE HILLSIDE ESTATES PROJECT:  City Planner Randy Tetzlaff 

reviewed this item with the Plan Commissioners.  He stated that he and Mayor Mlada along 

with Joe Goldberger and Chris Slater visited the apartment complex over at Hillside Estate. 

They received a tour of several of the apartments.  A lot of the apartments are already rented.  

This project looks very nice and the construction has gone very well. It is not a pancaked site 

and there are many good views.  

 

7. FORM-BASED ZONING PRESENTATION:  City Planner Randy Tetzlaff reviewed Form-

Based Zoning with the Plan Commissioners.  Commissioner Kelley did some leg work on this.  

The Commissioners discussed several items regarding this type of zoning.   

 

8. FORTHCOMING EVENTS:  The Port Washington High School Boys Basketball is February 

29
th

 and 30
th

.  Also the Port Washington High School’s Acapella Group is going to Nationals in 

New York City. 

 

9. ADJOURNMENT: MOTION BY ALDERMAN DAN BECKER AND SECONDED BY 

EARL KELLEY to adjourn the meeting at 7:17 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously. 


