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CITY OF PORT WASHINGTON 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE MINUTES 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2014 
KLEEN TEST PRODUCTS CORPORATION 

 

 
Chairman Mlada called the City of Port Washington Economic Development Committee meeting 
to order at 8:30 am at Kleen Test Product on Sunset Road. 
 
Roll Call of Members:  Present were Mayor Tom Mlada, Gerry Schwarz, Mike Speas, Nick 
Deering, Nels Andersen, and Megan Taylor.  Also present was Randy Tetzlaff, Director of 
Planning and Development. 
 
Public Appearances and Comments: None. 
 
Minutes of the Previous Meeting:  The minutes of the previous meeting stood approved as 
distributed.   
 
Welcome:  Doug Arnold, VP of Kleen Test welcomed everyone and gave a presentation 
overview on the company.  He also invited the members to stay afterward for a tour of their 
facility. 
 
Relevant Updates: 
 
OED Breakfast – With the Ansay Company being recognized as the Large Business of the 
Year, the City of Port will be sponsoring a table of eight.  There is room for three more; if 
interested, contact the mayor. 
 
Old business; 
    
Hiring of Marketing & Economic Development Intern – Mlada summarized the Common 
Council’s discussion on the intern; there will be only one intern for 2014.  An additional one may 
be possible for next year.  The committee felt strongly that an intern devoted to only economic 
development committee tasks was a priority. 
 
Recommendation re: “Produced in Port” (partnership with OED) – Mlada stated that this item 
would be a task for the new intern who would work with Kathleen Shilling from OED. 
 
Update on Export Tech initiative – Mlada reported that the Common Council has agreed to 
“carve out” or reserve some funds for this initiative.  If we are unable to identify enough local 
businesses to participate, the funds will be returned and used for other economic development 
efforts. 
 
New business: 
     
Approval of Letter of Support for NOAA National Marine Sanctuary Application – Mlada gave a 
quick overview of the Marine Sanctuary effort and mentioned that letters of support are being 
requested from various committees and groups.  He requested that such a letter from the EDC 
be signed and the members agreed that was appropriate; Schwarz and Schowalter will sign on 
behalf of the committee. 
 
Small Business Summit update – Taylor reported on her attendance at the business summit. 
She was impressed that state officials were actually asking for input and felt that some positive 
changes will result.   
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Forward planning – areas of focus and funding for 2015 – Schwarz agreed with the committee 
members input, to bring forward a funding request including a description of tasks that will be 
presented to the City’s Finance Committee. 
  
Future meeting topics and forthcoming events: 
  
Wednesday, October 15th – Duluth Trading 
  
Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at 9:30 am.  Several members then joined Doug Arnold 
on a plant tour. 

 


