
City of Port Washington Police and Fire Commission Special 
Meeting Minutes August 29, 2013 

1. Chair R. Nelson calls the meeting to order at 3:00 P.M., present Chair Rick Nelson, 
Bruce Becker, Marty Becker, and Terry Tietyen; absent and excused Michael Mueller.  
Also present Police Chief Kevin Hingiss and Police Captain Michael Keller.  

Police Department 

Alternative Fuel Proposal.  Chief Hingiss has assigned Capt. Keller to research alternative 
fuels for use in department vehicles.  Chief Hingiss invited the Captain to make a 
presentation to the commission on his research.  Captain’s research indicates an immediate 
saving is available when switching police vehicles from gasoline to propane.  There is a cost 
to the city budget for vehicle conversion, the dispensing station, dispensing station site work, 
and a state permit.  There are some credits to help offset that cost.   But the savings over 
continued use of gasoline in the vehicles is immediate.  There are additional benefits:   

Drive Green Save Green 

Reduced vehicle maintenance costs 

Added trade-in value 

Reduced vehicle emissions, greenhouse gases and airborne toxins 

Currently a $0.50 per gallon tax credit on propane fuel  

There is no performance difference in vehicles using propane vs. gasoline 

The installation and use of propane in vehicles does not cause any safety concerns and the 
vessels used to store propane in the vehicle are strong and must pass rigorous D.O.T. tests 
and certification. 

Motion by B. Becker with second by M. Becker, the PFC approves the Alternative Fuel 
Proposal (switch to propane) as presented with a request that the funding for the project to be 
requested from the City budget 2013.  A roll call vote was taken; all members present vote 
Aye.  Motion carried. 

Motion by B. Becker second by T. Tietyen to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried on voice 
vote.  Chair Nelson adjourns the meeting.    

Respectfully submitted, 

Terry Tietyen, Secretary 


