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      CITY OF PORT WASHINGTON 

PLAN COMMISSION 

MINUTES 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2012 
 

  

1. ROLL CALL:  Mayor Mlada called a duly convened meeting of the Plan Commission to order 

at 6:34 p.m.  Members present were: Commissioners Becker, Williams, Sova, and Kelley. Also 

present were: City Planner Randy Tetzlaff.  Absent and excused:  Commissioner Voigt, City 

Administrator Mark Grams and Rob Vanden Noven.  

 

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  MOTION BY COMMISSIONER BECKER AND 

SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER SOVA to approve the minutes from the September 

20, 2012 and October 11, 2012 meetings.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

3. PUBLIC APPEARANCE & COMMENTS: There were done. 

 

4. APPROVE A SPECIAL EXCEPTION FOR A NEW CITGO GAS SIGN LOCATED AT 

1605 NORTH WISCONSIN STREET:  City Planner Randy Tetzlaff reviewed this item with 

the Plan Commissioners.  He stated that in the past, the previous owner of the Citgo station on 

the north side had tried to make changes to the pylon sign but was rejected by the Plan 

Commission because the sign was no longer allowed and could only be replaced by a 

monument sign.  Subsequently, the zoning ordinance was amended to allow the Plan 

Commission to grant a special exception where the Commission felt that doing so would be in 

the public interest or not hinder neighboring properties.  In this case, the new owner is 

proposing a modified monument sign that will require an exception to the height and setback 

requirements.  The current pylon sign is 20’ in height and is located in the vision clearance 

triangle; an area defined where no structure is to be located higher that 2’6” within 10 feet of 

the property line. The proposed sign is 18.75 feet in height and the base is no closer than the 

existing pylon along North Wisconsin Street but is approximately 6 feet setback from West 

Beutel Road.  The base would be a raised masonry planter 2’6” in height.  A standard 

monument sign being no higher than 12 feet would not be seen because the pylon signs of True 

Value Hardware and Tires Unlimited, and the existing canopy which obscure the view. 

Constructing a standard monument sign either outside the vision clearance triangle and/or 

behind the required setbacks would place it in the paved driving lanes or driveway entrance. As 

proposed, the new sign allow for clear or obstructed viewing (between 2’6” and 10’ for any 

vehicle including a semi-truck cab. The new sign is a significant improvement over the existing 

pylon and as designed would not have adverse impacts on the surrounding neighborhood or the 

public interest. If a monument sign could be constructed, the property owner would do so based 

on his track record of replacing a pylon sign with a standard monument sign at his convenience 

store on the south side.  Staff recommends approval.  MOTION BY COMMISSIONER 

SOVA AND SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER WILLIAMS to approve the special 

exception for a new Citgo sign as presented.   Motion carried (4 Ayes; 1 Nay (Kelley)). 

 

5. APPROVE A SPECIAL EXCEPTION FOR AN ACCESSORY STRUCTURE AT 652 

NORTH SAUK ROAD:  City Planner Randy Tetzlaff reviewed this item with the Plan 

Commissioners.  The applicant approached the Building Inspector wanting to erect a small 

storage shed in their back yard.  Since this is a double frontage lot, the applicant was told that 

the district setback of 25 feet and side yard of 6 feet apply.  Since the property has double 

frontage and because the back yard is a steep slope, staff agreed that this was a candidate for a 

special exception.  However, the information submitted on the survey or site plan indicates that 

the proposed shed location may be conforming.  That however, conflicts with the verbal 
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information shared with the Building Inspector.  The applicants appeared before the Plan 

Commissioners and stated that the proposed survey or site plan is correct and that is where their 

shed will be placed.  Since that location is within the setback and frontage areas, this item does 

not need permission from the Plan Commissioners.  No vote was taken on this item.  It is 

conforming. 

 

6. FORTHCOMING EVENTS: Mayor Mlada reminded the Commissioners that Trick or Treat 

will be Saturday, October 27
th

, 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.; the general election will be held on 

November 6
th

, and St. Mary’s will be holding a Fish Fry on Friday, November 2, 2012.   

 

7. ADJOURNMENT: MOTION BY COMMISSIONER BECKER AND SECONDED BY 

COMMISSIONER KELLEY to adjourn the meeting at 7:58 p.m.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 


