
The National Marine Sanctuary Program



National Marine Sanctuaries

“Areas of the marine environment with special 
conservation, recreational, ecological, 
historical, cultural, archaeological, or aesthetic 
qualities…”

National Marine Sanctuaries Act (sec. 301)



The Sanctuary System



Community Engagement and 
Partnerships

Advisory Councils

Volunteers

Visitor Centers & 
Exhibits

NMS Foundation 
& Friends Groups 



Sustaining Local Economies

Stellwagen Bank NMS
• Top 10 whale watching destination in the

world
• $24 million annual revenue

Thunder Bay NMS
• An economic engine for the Alpena region

Florida Keys NMS
•  400,000 visitors in 2008

• $103 million spent on rec fishing alone

Across all national 
marine sanctuaries, 

about $4 billion 
annually is generated 
in local coastal and 
ocean dependent 

economies
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Thunder Bay 
National Marine Sanctuary 

• Designated in 2000
• 4,300 square miles (expanded in September 

2014)
• Protects nationally significant collection of 

estimated 200 shipwrecks (78 known)



Thunder Bay NMS –
Economic Impact 

• In 2013, the museum/center had more than 82,000 
visitors (most unique)

• The average party visiting the center spends $593
• 70% of businesses in Economic Impact Study cited the 

center’s very positive impact on their business
• At least three businesses have started directly 

because of the sanctuary
• Two new hotels being built in 2015 (first in years)
• Increase in Room Tax/Tourism driving marketing



Thunder Bay NMS –
Economic Impact 

• New branding campaign for community: “The Sanctuary of the Great 
Lakes.”  Isn’t just about shipwrecks, about inviting people into 
community for escape from rigors of the real world.

• Community pride, identity, and self-valuation very positively 
impacted – and more support than ever before for economic 
development and tourism efforts.

• Much needed research component now present in community. 
Students in the community, in third grade, are learning about remove 
operated vehicles.  Additionally, with community college and military 
base, the possibilities are endless to advance research and 
educational partnership opportunities.

• The number one referral given from Alpena Chamber office is to the 
sanctuary and the glass bottom boat. 



Great Lakes Maritime Heritage Center



Great Lakes Maritime Heritage Center



Resource Protection:  
Mooring Buoys



Archaeological Documentation



Shipboard education programs



Alpena Community College:  
Marine Tech Program
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Remotely operated vehicle 
competition



Partnerships with businesses



Opportunities for 
New National Marine Sanctuaries

Community-based process
to nominate national 
marine sanctuaries





Next Steps

• New nominations do not equate to new 
sanctuary designations.  

• Nominated areas will be reviewed by 
NOAA and decisions made on which 
areas NOAA will initiate the formal 
designation process.  

• Formal designation is a separate, highly 
public process that often takes years to 
complete.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
To implement this process, NOAA is seeking public comment on proposed regulatory changes related to sanctuary nomination and designation procedures, and on the criteria by which the agency would analyze nomination for potential new national marine sanctuaries.Once this criteria have been finalized NOAA intends to solicit nomination for areas of the marine and Great Lakes environments that satisfy those criteria, and may be considered for designation as a national marine Sanctuary.  NOAA is not soliciting nomination for new sites at this time.



Why the Great Lakes?

 Unique role nationally, globally – approx. 20% 
of world’s freshwater

 OPPORTUNITY – on scaleable basis, chance   
to conserve, preserve, protect, research 

 COMMUNITY – chance to partner, engage, 
educate, connect, inspire stewardship of 
resources

 NETWORK – chance to create a collaborative 
Sanctuary system highlighting the 
interconnectedness of all water, lake to ocean



Mid-Lake Region

 875-square mile area 

 33 known shipwrecks

 Two oldest shipwrecks in Wisconsin 

 14 intact shipwrecks 

 Four vessels have standing masts

 Six shipwrecks on National Register

 Range of construction dates:  1833-
1918



Mid-Lake Region

 Four cities in three counties

 Regional collaboration and partnership, 
but individual communities bring unique 
assets

 “Doer” communities – Port is example in 
numerous ways (Coal Dock Park, 
Waterfront Safety, breakwater, Historical 
Society) 

 One-third of state visitor spending along 
Interstate that connects us



Mid-Lake Region – Road to Success

 Tell OUR story but connect in all regards to 
mission of NOAA and Sanctuary Program

 Outline creative, imaginative, long-term 
vision

 Illustrate diversity and depth of support 

 Demonstrate willingness to partner

 Highlight opportunity, community, 
connectivity



NOAA’s Office of
National Marine Sanctuaries

More details, including a nomination guide 
and Q&As, are at:

www.nominate.noaa.gov

National Marine Sanctuaries
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

Ellen Brody
ellen.brody@noaa.gov

734-741-2270

http://www.nominate.noaa.gov/
mailto:ellen.brody@noaa.gov
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